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“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 














PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER 


SATURDAY. 





EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 








NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1824. 











NO. 11. 








the Rochester Magazine. 
EMONOLOGY. 
neluded from p. 75.) 

as been already said, it is fully man- 
fest that g the various objects of Wjinded na- 
tions’ fear, the ghosts of departed heroes were ad- 
mitted at a very early period. It was imagined by 
weak and perverted minds, that men who had dis- 
tinguished themselves, in this world, by either good 
or evil actions, would retain their dispositions in the 
next; and be actively engaged in promoting the 
welfare of mankind, or plotting their ruin, as far as 
those propensities excited, or their influence ex- 
tended. Therefore, men became naturally inclined 
to honour the good spirits for their services, and of- 
fer sacrifices to the evil, to placate their malevo- 
lence! We have also seen that Plato and many 
other eminent philosophers, taught that all inter- 
course between the Deity and mankind was carried 
on by means of demons, who ought on that account 
to receive divine homage; and that this doctrine 
was received by many of the heathen nations, and 
even by many of the Jews, especially the Essens, 
who believed that thousands of these demons offi- 
ciated as mediators with Jehovah, and therefore 
ought to be worshipped. That it was also a gener- 
al opinion, that acute diseases, plagues, apoplexies, 
epilepsies, were operated by demons, or ghosts of 
wicked men, who entered human bodies and de- 
stroyed those who were not powerfully supported by 
the good demons. Accordingly we find, that in all 
the passages of scripture, which speak of persons 
possessed of devils, the original word is daimonion 
and not diabolos, which should not therefore have 
been translated devil, nor devils. 

But it appears to have been an early and much 
agitated question among the ancient philosophers, 
whence sprang that moral and physical evil, which 
so often weakens the enjoyment and destroys the 
happiness of mankind. Being unwilling to abase 
human pride, by charging it on man, or to attribute 
malevolence to the Deity, they imagined the exist- 
ence of a wicked spirit to be absolutely necessary to 
the existence and continuance of disorder and pain 
in the world. But the quantum of evil being so 
great, they supposed that the evil spirit must nearly 
equal the Deity himself in wisdom and power. 
This doctrine of devilism was derived from the Per- 
sian theology, which taught the co-existence and 
nearly co-equality of two great first causes ; the one 
the author of all good, the other the source of all 
evil. This absurd opinion was the invention of their 
Magi, who were unable to account for the origin o1 
evil, on any other principles. Very different from 

















this wild fancy, was the message of Jehovah to Cy- 
rus, by the prophet Isaiah, which reproves the fool- 
ish sentiment, and declares Jehovah to be the au- 
thor of light and darkness, and the Creator of both 
good and evil. Indeed it is altogether impossible 
that good or evil could exist otherwise; for that 
God who fills the immensity of space, must enclose 
in his very nature beings to whom he gave existence, 
and by whose fatherly care they are preserved. 
Hence it follows that the notion of the existence 
and influence of the devil, is altogether inconsistent 
with correct and scriptural views of the divine na- 
ture and character. Ifa devil exist, he must be the 
rival or servant of the Almighty. The first suppo- 
sition is atheistic; for if there be a God, he is with- 
out a rival; nor would he suffer his designs to be 
frustrated, nor employ a servant to violate his laws, 
or disturb the peace of his empire. But, says the 
objector, if there be no devil, then there is no God, 
no hell, no need of preaching! I would not have 
noticed such manifest puerilities, were they not 
proclaimed by the doctors of divinity and theologi- 
cal professors of our day, who sound the watch- 
word of heresy, and lead the van of persecution. Is 
there no proof of God’s existence but that the devil 


needs an opposer? O fie! Must God exist, and we 


preach for the devil’s sake ? Shame on those men, 
who sacrifice truth, and insult good sense to fan the 
fire of fanaticism! Is the devil the maker and go- 
vernor of the infernal regions? Then certainly he 
will take good care not to torment himself nor his 
friends. The wicked have nothing to fear, for if 
any suffer, they must be the pious servants of God, 
who have rebelled against his satanic majesty. 
Moreover, if the devil be the director of hell, and 
fallen angels the inflictors of its punishments, can 
these unfortunate sufferers be the tormentors of 
men who have been equally unfortunate as them- 
selves? Then surely the devil and his angels are 
God’s servants, and must receive the reward of 
their services. But are God’s servants unhappy, 
and will virtue and misery be long connected? If 
not, then it follows that devils will become saints, 
and hell a field of liberty! 

The term Satan, indicates no more than that 
propensity to evil so frequently observable in human 
conduct, and which, like the chemical doctrines of 
phlogiston and caloric, is of great utility forthe ex- 
planation of difficulnes. All classical readers know 
that the most beautiful writings abound with bold, 
figurative, and hyperbolical descriptions. That no- 
thing is more ornamental in poetry, than prosopo- 
peia, or the representation of good and evil qual- 
ities, virtues and vices, by personal characters. 
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The word Satan, signifies an adversary, and some- | moniaes, and Devils, as Moses the absurd and fan- 


times it only denotes the abstract quality, calumny. | ciful opinions of the ancients concerning astronomy ? 


Accordingly, our translators have rendered it, 
throughout the Bible. Though the term Satan oc- 
curs frequently in the scriptures, yet generally some 
human being is intended. David is so called, 1 
Sam. xxix. 4. Hadad is denominated Solomon’s 
devil or satan, 1 Kings, xi. 14. David describes 
those who rendered him evil for good as his satans ; 
and prays that his satans might be clothed with 
shame. Psa. cix. 20, 29. Jesus calls Peter satan, 
and Judas a devil, Matt. xvi. 23. John vi. 70. In 
the New Testament, treacherous men, slanderous 
women, and opponents of every kind, are called 
satans or devils; and these words signify no more 
than adverse propensities. Indeed it would be an 
impious reflection on the character of the Deity, to 
suppose he had formed and let loose myriads of 
malevolent spirits to destroy the happiness of man- 
kind. 

If it be demanded, Whence arise those induce- 
ments to evil, which so often disturb the peace of 
society, and ruin man’s happiness? the answer is 
both easy and scriptural. The heart is deceitful, 
and every man is tempted when he is drawn aside, 
or enticed by animal passions or bodily appetites. 
These expose us to innumerable trials and tempta- 
tions. Intemperance, avarice, ambition, envy, and 
discontentment beset us in their turns, and with- 
out the utmost vigilance and circumspection, we 
are in danger of being overcome. Now can the 
just and merciful God, the father of mankind, and 
moral governor of the world, think these propensi- 
ties to evil so insufficient for the trial of our virtues, 
that he must superadd the agency of an evil being 
so subtle, so malicious, and so powerful as the Devil? 
What a desperate chance have we of succeeding 
against such an adversary! Shall we say, good is 
the will of the Lord, and Jat in all this he has done 
all things in wisdom! Banished for ever be the 
thoughts from all rational and serious persons. 
God could no more act thus than cease to exist. 
Every principle of his nature holds such conduct in 
eternal abhorrence!! 

Let the believers in a devil consider, 1. That the 
belief of his existence constitutes no fundamental 
article of the christian faith; no part of the New 
Testament states the necessity of believing such an 
unreasonable docurine. If particular passages seein 
to imply it or cannot be clearly explained or under- 
stood, yet no inference should be drawn from a 
few passages that would contradict the decisions of 
reason and the general tenor of scripture. 2. It 
was perfectly consistent with the mission of Jesus 
to adopt the language of the country on all subjects, 
which did not constitute the main objects of that 
inission. Christ came not to teach men philosophy, 
neither to spend his time in combating the Jewish 
demonology. Every reasonable person, on whose 
mind the rays of science have shone, will readily 
admit that neither the astronomy or cosmogony of 
Moses will stand the test of modern experience: 
and might not our Lord as consistently use the 
foolish language of the Jews about Demons, De- 
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3. There is no passage that can be adduced to sup- 
port the doctrine of a devil, which does not con- 
tradict some part of the received opinions on that 
dogma—but every text in all the scriptures which 
speaks of the devil or satan, can be fairly interpreted 
or explained, consistently with the whole tenor of 
scripture, on the supposition that there is mo such 
being, but that these words universa 







adversary or something adverse. 

We might have expected that th 
cious believers in a devil, would 
find, that reason, scripture, and co 
equally opposed to the terrifying dogma. 
such are the religious infatuation and credulity of 
mankind, that an opinion once admitted is seldom 
rejected, however palpably absurd or monstrously 
ridiculous. Hence we find christians cling as close 
to this doctrine, as if their present and future hap- 
piness depended on the existence and influence of 
an infernal fiend! Atheism and the disbelief of a 
devil, vibrate the same feelings of horror in the su- 
perstitious mind; and, perhaps, atheism itself is 
deemed by some to be less impious. But if a devil 
there be, possessed of those powers and attributes 
generally ascribed to him, atheism becomes accep- 
table, and loses all its hideous forms, for the exist- 
ence of such a being proves the non-existence of 
God, or that he is deficient in wisdom, goodness, 
and power. Why then should men be alarmed, 
when this doctrine is attacked or disputed; and why 
should the wai-whoop of party be sounded, when 
we attempt to disprove and explode this injurious 
and unreasonable opinion? Has the devil created 
the universe, and filled it with inhabitants? Is he 
the author of all good, on whom our present and 
future happiness depends? Did all being start into 
existence at his command, or is it supported by his 
power ? Is his dominion unbounded and perpetual, 
and shall his authoritative voice awake the myriads 
of the dead, determine their doom, appoint heaven 
as a reward for his enemies, and people the Tarta- 
rian gulf with his allies and friends ? What impious 
absurdity! Jehovah alone holds the reigns of uni- 
versal empire, and all that can excite our hopes in 
this world, or our perfect felicity in the next, is un- 
connected with a satanic being. 

If the doctrine that teaches the existence and in- 
fluence of a devil, involves serious consequences, it 
it be anti-scriptural and unphilosophical, if it be 
tatal to man’s moral improvement, if it poison the 
stream of religious knowledge at the fountain head, 
by supposing that God has a powerful antagonist, 
whose designs he has been unable to frustrate, and 
whose rebellion shall be as durable asthe Divine 
existence,—in short, if correct notions of the Divine 
character and government be inconsistent with the 
belief in such a being—for the honour of God and 
religion, let the infamous doctrine be for ever re- 
jected. 

Those who believe in the existence of a devil 
suppose, that the evil, which prevails in this world, 





results from his infernal agency; and also expect 
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that evil to become still greater in another and fu- 
ture state of being. There they look for a hell, 
crowded with inhabitants, through the resistless 
powers of diabolical influence; and this reign of 
misery, this triumph of the devil, they expect to be 
so complete and signal, as to undergo no change 
through the revolution of eternal ages!! How can 
persons who expect such a catastrophe of human 
affairs, have correct notions of that God, who is all 
; whose plans are conceived in wisdom 









and in mercy; whose power cannot be 
resist ose very name and nature are Love! 
Those k God has a competitor, must deny 


the absolute will of the Deity, and his general pro- 
vidence. They derogate from his supremacy, and 
eclipse his glory. They dishonour him, and perplex 
themselves with wild and embarrassing conclusions. 
in a word, they conjure up a Cevil to their own 
confusion, to the injury of christian truth, and the 
serious mischief of morality. The fear of a devil 
may perhaps keep some men of weak minds from 
excessive vice, and make them slavishly religious, 
and hypocritically moral. But the love of God 
alone, proceeding from a grateful recollection of his 
goodness and providential care, can produce gen- 
vine piety and virtue. 

It is somewhat outrageous to suppose, that the 
Devil will punish wicked men who sinned by his 
instigation, and performed all their wicked deeds, 
in obedience to his desires. Can the punishment of 
sinners be inflicted by that being whom they never 
offended ; and God, whose laws have been violated, 
have no concern in their sufferings? ‘The belief in 
the existence of a devil is equally injurious to vir- 
tue, simplicity and christian truth. It affords a pal- 
liative for crimes, and induces men to believe that 
wicked thoughts and evil actions, have not been 
fomented in their own hearts, but spring from the 
suggestions of the wicked one. Sometimes men 
are hurried into enormities, conceiving themselves 
particularly tempted, at which their mild natures 
would shudder, were they not influenced by this 
deceitful doctrine. 

If the belief in a devil did not obtain, men must 
either trace their sins to God as the author, or ad- 
mit they originate with themselves; and as they 
could not presume to charge God directly with sin, 
they would of necessity, acknowledge their own ac- 
countability ; and repentance producing reforma- 
tion, might justly be expected to result from such a 
happy conviction. Another serious evil arising 
from a belief in the existence of a devil, is the con- 
tinual alarm and terror that reigns in the weak 
mind tinctured with superstition, by the apprehen- 
sion of satanic machination and artifice. Every in- 
clination to enjoyment, every expostulation on re- 
ligious faith, and even every suggestion of truth, 
though in the very words of scripture, if it seems to 
contradict long received opinions, are all attributed 
to the seduction of Satan; and thus the perpetual 
dread of an imaginary being, keeps the mind in 
darkness, and the heart in palpitation. Wild en- 
thusiasm, gloomy superstition, and a long train of 


mind which is unfortunately beclouded by a belief 
in the devil. And what is worse, men suppose him 
to be so refined in’subtlety, and so resistless in pow- 
er, that vigilance is almost useless, and the strongest 
heart cannot feel subjection to his will without hor- 
ror and dismay.—Hence a belief in the existence of 
the devil, has driven many weak persons to despair, 
which most assuredly is the natural consequence of 
such a wild doctrine: What idea must those men 
have of God, who believe that he has placed his 
feeble creatures in a situation so hopeless and cruel ? 
Must they not conclude that God created man for 
the purpose of making him miserable? And can 
the Creator be an object of love, veneration and 
gratitude, whilst he is viewed in connexion with a 
malignant devil ? 
If the account we have given of the Devil be just, 
then all notions of witchcraft, or of being possessed 
of the devil, are vain and groundless. "Tis all de- 
ceit and imposition on the weakness and credulity 
of mankind! For shame! Let us entertain more 
honourable sentiments of the moral government ot 
God. Let us think ourselves safe under the pro- 
tection of his providence; safe from the malice 
both of devils and wicked men. Let us learn, not 
to disturb ourselves with any vain or superstitious 
fears of evil spirits, for we are not subject to any 
malicious powerful beings. The Lord God Om- 
nipotent reigns alone, whose tender mercies are 
over all his works. This consideration should fill 
us with ease and tianquility, otherwise we do not 
give God the honour due to him; we do not repose 
that confidence in his providence, which his wis- 
dom and goodness require, and the security of our 
own happiness demands. O how different from 
the doctrines of devils, are the views of God exhibi- 
ted in the gospel of Jesus! There we read of one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, through all, 
and in us all. That it is his gracious intention to 
save and render eternally happy all his intelligent 
offspring. There we behold no mighty devil to 
blacken the moral horizon, or frustrate and baffle 
the designs of the Deity. But on the contrary, a 
religion all mild and beautiful, that breathes no- 
thing but pure benevolence, and evidently indicates 
the approximation of a period, in which truth will 
completely triumph over error, and happiness be 
universal. Amen! 
—p-—- 
EXCOMMUNICATION 
OF DEACON HEART. 
(Continued from p. 79.) 
APPENDIX. 
Containing a Narrative, &c. 

Being willing if I was in an error, to lay myself 
open to conviction, and desirous, if I was in the 
right, to offer what light I could upon the subject, I 
took an opportunity a short time before the meeting 
of the Association, to make the following request to 
the church. 

Dear Brethren—-Whereas the Association saw fit 
to answer the question proposed to them, by this 





delusive thoughts, successively distract the serious 





church last year, in such a premature manner as 
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they did, notwithstanding the reasons which were 
urged, (especially by Elder Hulbert) against their 
answering the question at ail, without attending to 
the arguments in favour of the doctrine of Universal 
Salvation, and as the question is so important, and 
interesting to the churches in general, especially to 
this church, and particularly to me, I request the 
church to concur with me, in requesting the Asso- 
ciation to reconsider the matter so far as to attend 
thoroughly to what may be said in vindication of 
the doctrine; otherwise I conceive, that in your 
dealing with me, the Association’s determining the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation to be heresy, ought 
not to be regarded. 

Presuming it will not be long before you will close 
your labour with me, either in my final exclusion 
from your fellowship, in case I do not retract my 
sentiment, or in restoring me to the privileges of the 
church, notwithstanding I profess to believe that 
the infinite wisdom, power and goodness of God, 
will finally conquer the opposition of his rebellious 
creatures, and bring them all to a state of happiness, 
in a voluntary subjection to his law and government; 
I wish, while I have opportunity, to discharge my 
duty faithfully to you. And as I believe the doc- 
trine of the final restitution of all things, rests on a 
sure foundation, (although it is of no great conse- 
quence, what becomes of me, respecting temporary 
privileges) it gives me pain to think it should be 
condemmed as heresy, by those who profess to be- 
lieve the gospel ; and especially by those who pre- 
tend “that the word of reconciliation, to wit: that 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself,” 
is committed unto them. 

I only wish, my dear brethren, that you may 
thoroughly know the ground I stand upon, that, in 
your final decision of the matter, you may act un- 
derstandingly. I hope I may (as yet) subscribe 
myself your brother in the Lord, S. H. 

September 12, 1793. 

The Baptist Church in Farmington. 

This request, the church judged was reasonable ; 
and accordingly inserted in their letter to the Asso- 
ciation, their request in concurrence with mine, that 
they would reconsider the matter, &c. 

When the Association were convened, and had 
chosen Moderator, Clerk, &c. they then proceeded 
to read the letters from the churches, and corres- 
ponding Associations. In the letter from the New- 
York Association, they were much applauded for 
determining the doctrine of Universal Salvation to 
be heresy: and that doctrine was highly reprobated. 
The first day was taken up in attending to other 
matters; so that the consideration of this request 
was deferred until the next day. The ensuing 
evening, I had an agreeable interview with Elder 
Whelpley, who showed me the “ piece he had pre- 
pared,” pursuant to appointment, “to lay before 
the Association at this annual meeting.” As Mr. 
Waldo, who was appointed with him, for that pur- 
pose, had removed into a foreign state, the business 
of “ discussing and detecting” the heretical doctrine 
of Universal Salvation, of course devolved upon 


The council being met, the next day, according 
to adjournment, found no opportunity to attend to 
the request of Farmington Church, until the latter 
part of the day. When it was taken up, it was im- 
mediately objected to, as a matter altogether foreign 
from the proper business of the Association; and 
inconsistent with the design of their institution. It 
was observed that the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion was universally deemed heresy, by al! profess- 
ing christians, except just those few who 
believe it. That they might as consist 
arguments to be brought before th 
Deism, as of Universalism. That 
implicit acknowledgment that they themselves scru- 
pled the truth of their own system of doctrines; 
and would be giving the ground to the enemy, &c. 

They had (in their own apprehension) undoubt- 
edly done right, in their former decision of the 
question; and, upon the whole, determined, that 
in their associated capacity, they would hear nothing 
I had to offer upon the subject. I then observed to 
the council, that whereas, they had (after deterinin- 
ing the doctrine of Universal Salvation to be heresy} 
appointed Elder Whelpley and Mr. Waldo, to 
write something upon the subject; and as I un- 
derstood that Elder Whelpley had, in pursuance of 
that appointment, prepared something to lay before 
them, I wished it might beread. But to this it was 
objected, by Elder Hulbert, to this purpose, “ that 
he should be sorry to have any thing done, by the 
Association, that would have the appearance of 
partiality. That to admit Elder Whelpley’s piece 
to be read, while they refused to hear the arguments 
proposed to be offered on the other side of the ques- 
tion, would not look fair.” Elder Whelpley him- 
self did not insist upon reading his piece. He madea 
very pathetic declaration of his regard for me; and 
was exceedingly affected that | had embraced such 
a dangerous sentiment. His heart, he said, had 
bled for me. And he feared that I was irreclaim- 
able, &c. He professed to be a preacher of the 
gospel; and, as he had appointed to preach in the 
evening, he did not wish to have his mind disturbed 
by any attention to the present subject. Should 
think himself much better employed in preaching 
the gospel to perishing sinners, than in disputing 
against the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 

None appearing to urge the matter, my motion 
for having Elder Whelpley’s piece read, was rejec- 
ted. Thus terminated the proceedings of the As- 
sociation, respecting the question proposed to them 
by Farmington Church. 

At a meeting of the church on the second Tues- 
day of October following, held at the Meeting 
House in Southington, (convened for the purpose of 
deciding the matter, with regard to their long la- 
bour with me) it was unanimously voted, That it 
was still the mind of the church, that the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation is heresy. 

At the same meeting it was voted: “That where- 
as our brother, Deacon Samuel Heart, has embra- 
ced, and undertakes to vindicate the doctrine of 
Universal Salvation, which doctrine we judge to be 
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heretical, and contrary to the word of God, and the 
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jaws of Christ; and out of deference to the dictates 
of conscience, we do now in the fear of God, ex- 
clude our said brother, Deacon Heart, from the 
communion and fellowship of this church.” 

Having endeavoured, in the foregoing narrative, 
to give a true account of the proceedings of the As- 
sociation and church, respecting this matter, I shall 
make no remarks; but refer it to the judicious un- 
biased reader, to judge of the propriety of their 

onduct. 
(To be continued.) 
—j>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

If there ever was a truth verified, this isone, “ For 
therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, be- 
cause we trust in the living God who is the Saviour 
of all men, especially of those that believe.” Go 
where you will, in Europe or America, and wherever 
a person is found who believes God to be the Sa- 
viour of all men, he will be pronounced a heretic, 
a promulgator of false doctrines, and all manner of 
evil will be spoken against him falsely, by the major 
part of mankind; even by those who profess to be 
the disciples of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who are commanded to pray for their enemies, to 
love their neighbour as themselves, and when re- 
vilec, to revile not again. This spirit of persecution 
has made its ravages through almost every age, 
even inthe days of the apostles, and the present 
state of things clearly evinces that the seeds of this 
poison are not wholly eradicated. The town of 
Southold is a proof of this fact. Our Calvinistic 
and Arminian brethren profess a great zeal, perhaps 
not less than was Saul’s of Tarsus, for he verily 
thought he was doing right; and we do not doubt 
their sincerity, any more than we do that of Saul. 
But that this spirit of persecution manifested by 
many of our brethren is repugnant to scripture and 
reason, is very obvious. Those who consider them- 
selves orthodox, are continually venting their phil- 
ippics against the doctrine of Universal Salvation, 
and warning their hearers nut to partake of her 
sins, but adhere strictly to the truth. 

Pilate asked, What is truth? and perhaps, it will 
not be improper for us to reiterate the question, 
and answer, that “The Gospel is glad tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.” That 
Christ died to “save the world,” and finished the 
work given him to do. That he “ will have all men 
to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth ;” that “all nations whom thou hast made 
shall come and worship before thee, O Lord, and 
glorify thy name.” That “unto him every knee 
shall bow, every tongue shall swear, surely shall 
say, In the Lord have I righteousness and strength ;” 
are facts, confirmed by reason and revelation. That 
God wills the salvation of all men, the scriptures 
fully warrant. Shall God effect his purpose? Let 
the following passages of scripture answer, “ De- 
claring the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are not yet done; saying, My 
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.” 


For “he doeth according to his will in the army of 


heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth, and 





none can stay his hand. The Lord of hosts hath 
sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it 
cone to pass ; and as 1 have purposed so shall it stand.” 

We, for our part, believe, that at the final con- 
summation of all things, all mankind shall see the 
salvation of God. “ For I am persuaded [says Paul, 
and he really spoke as though he was ceriain of the 
fact,] that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” It is 
for believing that God is good unto all, and that his 
tender mercies are over all his works, that we re- 
ceive the anathemas of mankind in general. Did 
we dissemble, and hypocritically pretend to believe 
that some are to be eternally miserable, things 
would go smoothly on; but the truths of nature and 
of nature’s God, are of too inuch importance to be 
thus wifled with. 

To cap the climax, some of ourypious and holy 
Methodists, have advised their friends to avoid Uni- 
versalists, for fear that they would ruin some ot 
their precious souls. If Universalists possessed this 
power, it would have been a well-timed caution. 
But we are not aware this power ever was delegated 
toman. It is indeed a time of much trouble and 
sorrow to our Calvinistic and Arminian brethren. 
A brother of the reconciliation has lately proclaimed 
to us, “ Glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to 
all people.” The writings of men setting forth 
Christ as the Saviour of all men, are becoming 
more popular ; for these and similiar reasons, they 
have beat to arms, and in their holy frenzy, have 
denounced, slandered, raved, and stormed, -against 
those who believe in the universal goodness of God. 
Their love for their neighbour has extended so far, 
that they are unwilling a Universalist should enter 
their pulpits. We presume they would not permit 
a Universalist to remain in the neighbourhood, if it 
were in their power to prevent it. In saying this, 
we do not wish to be understood that they are all af 
this class; far from it. There are some we highly 
esteem; but to those who harbour within their 
breasts this antichristian spirit, we say, in the im- 
pressive language of scripture, “Go, and sin no 
more.” We appeal to their consciences, whether 
this is the spirit of Christ. Instead of loving their 
enemies, do they not speak all manner of evil 
against them falsely ? The apostle says, “ Knowing 
the terror of the Lord, we persuade men.” But do 
they not threaten them? To such we would put the 
question, Does peace shed her gentle beams around 
you? Does such a course of life yield the peace- 
able fruits of righteousness? If not, why persist in 
a course which not only tends to enhance your guilt, 
but evinces to the world that you are the deluded 
followers of antichrist? We read that wisdom from 
above “is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, easy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality and without hypocrisy.” Consequently, 
those who possess this spirit of persecution, evince 
to mankind that their wisdom is not from above, 
but from beneath. 
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Truth begins to dawn upon the world. A gen- 
eral spirit of inquiry has gone forth; the veil which 
has been drawn to retard the progress of truth, will 
(we have reason to believe) be soon removed: when 
all mankind will live in the bonds of christian fel- 
lowship ; acknowledge one God who is the Saviour 
of all men; a God of love, who is able and willing 
to save all that come unto him. Shall all come 
unto him? “All nations whom thou hast made, shall 
come and worship before thee, O Lord, for the king- 
dom is the Lord’s,and he is the Governor among 
the nations.” We rejoice that the pure and uncon- 
taminated gospel of Christ is gaining the ascenden- 
cy over the traditions of men. That many are 
throwing off the yoke of bondage, and embracing 
the truth as it is in Jesus. And we trust the time 
is not far distant, when all shall believe the truth ; 
when all those discords that now disturb mankind, 
shall hear the decree, “ Here are thy proud victo- 
ries stayed ;” and “the restitution of all things” be 
preached throughout the remotest borders of cre- 
ation. Cc. Pp, 

Southold, Sep. 24, 1821. 

—p— 

CALVINISM UNMASKED. 


Or, Calvinistic principles of Justice, as attributed 
to God, for the foundation of His Covenant 
with Christ, relative to the Atonement for sin, 
and man’s redemption from it, eramined, and 
proved to be Unjust. 

(Continued from page 80.) 


If the reader will consider the relations which ex- 
ist, and the cause of the relations, the doctrine of the 
atonement is seen as clear as the sun at noonday : 
the truth appears as simple as any thing in nature or 
reason. Giod’s relation is Father. Man’s relation to 
iod, is children. We have seen that the Father’s 
Covenant is, “1 will put my laws into their mind, 
and write them in their hearts: and I will be to 
them a God, and they shall be to me a people,” &c. 
(Heb. viii.) Consider of the Divine Mind, that it is 
unchangeable, and that it was always the purpose 
of God to do this; that is, to establish His covenant 
with mankind His children; and then ask yourself, 
What atonement is necessary to bring this about; or 
toensure the accomplishment of the Divine pur- 
pose? You must answer, Nothing is necessary, nor 
ever was necessary, to produce a favourable disposi- 
tion in the Father toward his offspring ; all that is 
wanting, is to bring the children toa knowledge of the 
Father's character, and then they will love, serve, 
and glorify Him! That which produces this great 
end, then, is the atonement. Therefore we read, 
* By his knowledge shall my righteous servant jus- 
tify many,” &c. 

To prove, beyond the possibility of refutation, 
that the above simple view of the atonement, is the 
only correct one, we will show that it is in perfect 
unison with the character and being of God, the 
common Father. And we fearlessly add, that it is 
impossible, in the nature and constitution of things, 
that this can be done, and the principles or doctrine 
be erroneous! This conclusion is inevitable. We 
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urge the serious and deliberate consideration of this 
proposition ; and most ardently hope, that the read- 
er will give it that attention which it merits, 

We desire, now, to press home upon the mind of 
the reader, this great truth— 

GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE. 

Let this eternal Truth be written in indelible 
characters in your mind, and constantly appear in 
its unsophisticated simplicity, while you examine, 
with all candour and sincerity, the following :— 

The word of Inspiration declares, (Psalm cxxx 
3, 4,) “If thou, Lorn, shouldest mark iniquities, O 
Lonp, who shall stand? But there ts forgiveness 
with thee, that thou mayest be feared.” Mark, well, 
tlie antithesis. Observe, that the phrase mark in- 
tquities, is in opposition to the phrase, there is for- 
giveness. It may be rendered thus—“If thou, 
Lord, will not forgive iniquities, O Lord, who shal! 
stand? But there is forgiveness with thee,” &c. 

We read (Ex. xxxiv.) that the Lorp passed by 
before Moses, and declared His own eharacter: 
saying, “The Lorp, the Lorp Gon, merciful and 
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness 
and truth; keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, and cleansing.” 
The words “ the guilty,” in our common translation, 
are marked as a supply by the translators. We 
have given the Jewish translation of the close of the 
sentence, which we believe tu be correct. For one 
part or member of the sentence must be considered 
in relation to the residue. Therefore, when it is 
positively declared by God, of himself, that He 
“ forgives iniquity, transgression and sin,” it must 
follow, that He cleanses the forgiven sinner; instead 
of forgiving his sins, and then not regarded him as 
clear from his iniquities! 

Again. In Psalm ciii. David blesses the Lord, 
who forgives all his iniquities. 

Again. The common idea of atonement or sa- 
tisfaction for sin, supposes that God could not for- 
give the sinner, until Christ, the Son, made satisfac- 
tion to offended Justice. But it appears, from facts, 
that before Christ was offered, he made bold to for- 
give sins himself! This, according to the common 
view of che subject, was an affront offered to the 
justice of God. 

Again: It is agreeable to the tenour of the Serip- 
tures, that God forgives sins, ete. because this doc- 
trine was not only taught by God’s prophets, but 
also by Christ’s disciples and apostles. Paul de- 
clares, “The goodness of God leadeth to repentance.” 
This is the only true doctrine! How monstrous is 
the error, then, which teaches that the fear of a 
wrathful and implacable God, and an endless hell, 
leads men to repentance! 

The truth now rushes into the willing mind, like 
atorrent. Is God unchangeable? Is this the con- 
stitution of his Being? Is there “ forgiveness with 
God that he may be feared ?” Is this God’s charac- 
ter? Does He blot out sin, as a cloud ? (Isa. xliv. 
22.) What is the inference ? We answer, it is this, 
that there never was a time, when God could not, 
nor would not forgive the sinner, and blot out his 
sins? Let this subject be fairly investigated. The 
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gsservation of God himself, is, that “ He is merciful 
and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in good- 
ness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and 
cleansing.” We ask—Was not this declaration 
made many centuries before Christ was offered ? 
Was there ever a time when God was not “ merciful 
and gracious,” &c. when God would not “ forgive 
sniquity, and transgression and sin?” If God is un- 
ehangeable, there never was a time when he was 
implacable, therefore, there never existed a neces- 
sity for any sacrifice to placate Him. 

Again. Is there “forgiveness with God, that he 
may be feared?” How long has this been the case ? 
Was there ever a time when God would not forgive 
the sinner? If God is unchangeable, this must be 
answered in the negative. The truth, then, is this, 
God is unchangeably the same, “ merciful and gra- 
cious, abundant in goodness,” &c. God, from fe 
beginning, has always been disposed to forgive the 
sinner. Christ never came to produce a forgiving 
disposition in the Divine Mind. God was as wil- 
ling, as able, and as sincerely desirous, to save man 
and forgive all his iniquities, before Christ came, as 
at any subsequent period. 

Where, then, was the necessity of a Saviour ? 
Ans. There never existed a shadow of any need of 
any Saviour to save man from any thing; according 
to the popular doctrines of the day. They tell us, 
that Christ came to save man froma future and 
endless hell. Man was never exposed to this hell; 
consequently cannot be saved fiom any evil which 
has no existence. They tell us, that Christ came to 
save man {rom the wrath of God. God himself de- 
clares, that He forgives iniquities, and is gracious 
and merciful. His inspired servant, Paul, declares, 


— God’s wrath is revealed from heaven, (not hell,) 


gainst all uarighteousness of men; not against 
men. Consequently, to save man from the influ- 
ence of God’s wrath, which is directed against un- 
righteousness, the cause of man’s misery, would be 
an injury, and not a blessing to man. 

Is not Christ, then, a Saviour? Yes. What does 
he save man from? Ans. From a real evil which 
exists. From sin. This is the devil which has the 
power of death. (Heb. ii. 14.) This, by its influence 
in this world, produces all the hell that miserable 
man can suffer, or be delivered from. And this hell 
is his portion, the coming of Christ to the contrary 
notwithstanding, so long as he sins and forgets God. 
(Psa. ix. 17; Ixxxvi. 9,13.) With the Bible in one 
hand, and the pen in the other, we reiterate the 
truth. Christ came to save man from his sins. To 
destroy this devil, which has “ the power of death.” 
He will succeed. Man shall be raised in the hea- 
venly imag», “incorruptible and immortal!” 

We are surrounded on all sides with corrobora- 
ting testimony. “God” (says Paul, 2 Cor. v. 19.) 
“was in Chrisi, reconciling the world [ull men) 
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto 
them.” The same God was in Christ, who de- 
elared his character unto Moses, (Ex. xxxiv 6, 7,) 
and spoke of his mercy by the prophet David, (Psa. 
exxx. 3,4.) He bas experienced no change. He 
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told Moses, that he was “ abundant in goodness and 


truth.” That he “forgave iniquities,” &e. He 
told David, that there “ was forgiveness with him, 
that he might be feared.” He was in Christ, the 
same ; and his goodness was so abundant, his for- 
giveness of iniquity so extensive, that of the sins of 
the whole icorld, he imputed none to man. That is, 
he did not regard and treat man as though he was 
guilty. His language is always the same. “I have 
[in the past tense} blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return [in 
the future tense} unto me; for I have [in the past 
tense] redeemed thee. Sing, O ye heavens; for 
the Loarp hath done it: Shout, ye lower parts of the 
earth: break forth into singing, ye mountains, O 
forest, and every tree therein: for the Loxp hath 
redeemed Jacob, and hath glorified himself in Is- 
rael.” (Isa. xliv. 22, 23.) 

When was man redeemed? Ans. God is un 
changeable. From eternity man’s redemption and 
exaltation was the purpose of God. He was created 
to this end. He was made subject to vanity, that 
he might be raised above all evil, and confirmed in 
the possession of all good. Christ, the head of every 
man, says, “ Glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may 
glorify thee.” Even the “ Captain of our salvation 
was made perfect through sufferings.” Every man, 
the members of his body, will be glorified by their 
Father who is in heaven, and will then glorify their 
Father, by their perfection and happiness, to the 
ages of eternity. 

(To be continued.) 
—p— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—Sir, by giving the following a place 
in the columns of your useful paper, you will confer 
a favour on a friend. 

A certain Methodist preacher in our viciaity, 
lately declared to his hearers, in a very supercilious 
manner, his disbelief in the efficiency of the Gospel, 
to effect that end for which it was intended by its 
Founder. After a long preamble of maledictions 
of the grossest nature, uttered against his neigh- 
bours for their not falling down and worshipping 
his angry Dagon, he uttered the following iniquitous 
sentiment. 

“I am satisfactorily persuaded and thoroughly 
convinced, that the Gospel of Christ is not a going 
to have that effect for which it was intended ; it is 
not sufficient to reclaim the world of mankind from 
that state of depravity, in which they are involved. 
It is not sufficient. God must execute his vengeance 
upon them to effect that, which the gospel was inten- 
ded to effect. God will come out in fiery judgment 
against this generation and take vengeance upon 
them. He will recompense the sinful inhabitants 
of America for their wickedness, and especially 
those of the United States. They have treated 
with contempt, all his solicitations to repent, and 
obey him; they will not turn that they may have 
life. They have become an abomination in his 
sight. God has been particularly merciful and in- 
dulgent towards this people ; and they have rebelled 





against him. His Gospel can have no effect, tc 
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turn their hearts, hardened by iniquity and trans- 
gression. He will, therefore, as the Seriptures de- 
clare of him in ancient times, after having called 
upon his people to repent, and they refusing to 
obey, show himself in implacable vengeance, de- 
stroy them from the earth, and appoint their por- 
tion where hope never comes.” 

After uttering the above vile sentiment, and im- 
peaching the character of his God, the gentleman 
concluded his discourse with a volley of bombast 
and vituperation, such as are rare among the laity. 
I have written the above for the purpose of show- 
ing to.the world the opinions and prognostications 
of this gentleman. But we look forward with ar- 
dent expectations and wishes for that era, when 
truth shall liberate our country from such iniquity, 
and purge it from this sin. 

AMICUS VERITATIS. 

Shaftsbury, (Vt.) July, 1824. 

—>— 
MR. M’CALLA AGAIN, 

The Discussion in Philadelphia has produced a 
considerable excitement in the minds of those who 
pretend to believe in Mr. M’Calla’s great victory ; 
so much 0, that a pamphlet has been published, as 
a prop to sustain their sinking cause. This little 
production appears to be a compilation of worn out 
phrases, save a number of quotations from the 
Scriptures, which the author of the panphlet allered 
a little to make them support his cause. That man 
is an object of pity, let him be whom he may, who 
will so far overstep the bounds of reason as to per- 
vert the Scriptures by interpolations, and also en- 
deavour by disarranging their contents, to deceive 
the ignorant and unwary. This pamphlet is ad- 
dressed “ To the weaker vessels ;” and weak, indeed, 
must those be who are deluded by it! 

-Vote—It is now understood, we believe, that the 
letters addressed to Messrs. Mitchell and Ballou, in 
Mr. M’Calla’s name, are a forgery. 

—>— 
HERESY WORSE THAN VICE. 

What must we think of the conduct of many who 
profess to be Christians, when we read the following 
extract from the letters recently published “from 
Mr. Vidler to Mr. Fuller, on the Universal Resto- 
ration, with a statement of facts attending that con- 
troversy ?” 

“It is a maxim pretty generally allowed among 
Calvinistic churches, that error is more dangerous 
than vice. This maxim was publicly avowed at the 
association of the particular Baptist churches, at 
Chatham, in Kent, 1795. At that assembly I (Vid- 
ler) was publicly excluded from their communion, 
for believing and avowing the doctrine of the resti- 
tution of all things.--The moderator, when he had 
pronounced the sentence of excision, added,—‘I am 
constrained to say, that vour moral conduct has been 
such as would do honour to a much better cause 
than that in which you are engaged.’—And the min- 
ister, who preached on the occasion to a very 
crowded audience, said, ‘The Universal doctrine is 
an heresy, and every one who holds it is an heretic: 
not that every heretic is a wicked man ; for heretics 


are often the holiest of men ; but heresy is more dan. 
gerous than vice: for if a wicked man is sound in 
the faith, there is some hope of hiin ; such are often 
recovered ; but as for heretics, they are very seldom 
recovered from their errors. —There weie nearly 
thirty Calvinistic ministers of different denomina- 
tions present, and only one of them disavowed the 
sentiment that was publicly taught. I have from that 
time to this been treated with the utmost contempt 
by many nominal christians of loose characteis, who 
have been taught that the holiest of men may be 
heretics, and that heresy, though attended with holi- 
ness, is worse than vice!!! The enormity of this 
maxim appears in its full view, when it is recollect- 
ed that by error and heresy we are not to understand 
a departure from Christianity, but a departure from 


Calvinism.” U. Mag. 
—— 
{ want oF suCCESS AMONG THE 
MISSIONARIES. 


Extract from a joint letter of the American Mission. 
artes at Bombay, published in the Boston 
Recorder of May 8. 

“Now you see, Dear Sir, that we have filled so 
many pages with accounts of our missionary labours 
and concerns, and that the outpourings of God’s 
Spirit and the conversion of sinners, make no item 
in the account. Could we do it in truth, our hearts 
would exult in sending you those joyful tidings, for 
which you are anxiously waiting, and fervently 
praying, and we trust patieutly waiting. But we 
have no such tidings; and our hearts are ready to 
die within us because we have none.” 

Another missionary in the same section of coun- 
try, observes,—“ Our faith and patience are still 
tried by the want of any visible shaking among the 
dry bones of this valley, ‘ very many and very dry.’"9 

—>—- 
ANECDOTE. 

Parson Mr. , in preaching in Oakham re- 
cently, where several Furnaces are located, told his 
audience that their Furnaces could give them but a 
faint idea of Hell; take a man (said he) out of Hell 
and put him in one of those Furnaces, and he would 
soon die of ague-fits. Magazine. 





—— 
SUBLIME RESPONSE. 


The Erernat says— 
I AM! 


All Nature, without voice or sound, declares, 
O Lorp! Thou Art! 


—~>—. 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A communication is received from an “ Inquiring Friend, ' 
in reply to one published in Vol. IV. No. 39. We must in- 
form the writer, that all communications per Mail, for this 
paper, must be POST PAID! 

Several communications on hand, shall be attended to, &c 

—_— 

FA few Copies of “ Balfour's Inquiry,” the last of the 
edition, for sale at this Office. Price 32 
seu <a ee 


PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAY, AT ONE 
DOLLAR PER ANN. NO. 67 CHRYSTIE-STREET. 
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